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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a Police. 

connesPosbdENt of the Howrah Hitaia [Howrah] of the 16th January say! 
55 that the Jagadballabhpur thana in the Howrah dis- 
The Jagadbellsbhper hans in trict is situated at one end of its jurisdiction. This 
the Howrah dises. makes a proper police supervision of all the villages 
under the thana impossible. Besides this, the virulent malaria of Jagadballabh- 
pur weakens and disables the police officers stationed in it. Most probably the 
extraordinary prevalence of crime within the jurisdiction of the thana is due to 
these causes. The thana should be transferred to Ranmabal, or Garhbalia, or 

some other healthy village at the centre of its urisdiction. ä 
2. The Mistabhasht [Calcutta] of the 18th January says that on the 15th 
instant a public meeting was held in Pabna town, 
The conduct of the Pabna to protest against the proposed transfer. The 
Police regarding the dismember: activity of the police in the matter has, however, 
ee astonished everybody. A respectable inhabitant of 
the town says that one day some of his friends were discussing the question 
among themselves, and that the next day he was visited by a police officer who 
put to him all sorts of questions such as “Who are discussing the matter? 
ec What is the public feeling?” In what places will protest meetings be 
held? „Who are the principal agitators?” etc. Has Government authorised 

the police to make such enquiries ? a 


(b)— Working of the Cour is. 


3. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 13th J 2 says that on 
the 12th January last, the last day, that is, for 
* Mid- the payment of the Paus Asst of Government 
. revenue, the Treasurer of the Midnapore treasu 
refused to take payment after 5 P. u., when a large number of men were still 
waiting to pay in their revenues. Mr. Luson, the kind-hearted Collector, at 
last came to the treasury and gave orders for the receipt of the revenue frum all 
who were waiting. | | * 
The Midnapore treasury should follow the practice of the Hooghly 


treasury, which is kept open for the receipt of revenue from morning to 


evening for three or four days previous to the last day of payment. 
4. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Basar Patrita [Calcutta] of 
1 the 13th January writes as follows:— 

i aw Tbe Sessions Judge of Poona has admitted 
that Mr. Tilak was actuated by the purest motives and tried to save his 
friend’s property. But how, even after such an expression of opinion, the 
Judge did not acquit Mr. Tilak is more than we can understand. Some 
persons believe that though the Judge was for acquitting Mr. Tilak, he was 
compelled to convict him under pressure from other quarters. We place no 
faith in such a statement. But there is another fact which has greatly amazed 
and mortified us Immediately after the judgment was delivered, Mr. Tilak 
was handcuffed and conducted to jail. Mr. Tilak is a highly respected citizen. 
He was a member of the Bombay Legislative Council, and in social position 


and respectability is certainly not inferior to Mr. Bain, the tea-planter. If the 


same consideration were shown to Mr. Tilak as was shown to Mr. Bain, who 
had been accused of murder, would the British Empire have been ruined? 
The prestige of Government has not been increased by the exhibition of its 
political ascendency by means of the cruel treatment accorded to Mr, Tilak by 
the Bombay authorities. On the other hand, such treatment is likely to 
produce the belief in the public mind that Government is utterly unmindful of 
the honour and respect due to the people of this country. 

5. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 14th January complains of the haughty 
The “Execative Munsit” of temper of the “Executive Munsif of Khulna. 
inten. 4 certain roughness marks his conduct every- 
: | ne where. The other day he insulted an old 
mukhtear named Navin Chandra Chatterji without enquiring whether 


\ 


\ 


Navin Babu’s conduct had anything to do with the manner in which the 
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Sni Sni Visanxv 


Priya-0-AKANDA 
BazaR PATRIEA, 


Jan. 18th, 1£04. 


KHULKa, 
Jan. 14th, 1904, 


ee 


publio are treated by his amla, but the next moment begged Navin Babu's 
ardon and suspended some of the latter. The suspended amia are, however, 
being permitted to work regularly. It is for the High Court to judge 
whether such an ill-tempered and whimsical man is fit for the judicial service. 


2 * * 


Jrort, 6. The Jyoti (Chittagong) of the 14th January says :— 

Jan. 14th, 1904. : The fact that Mr. Tilak was carried hand- 
Mr Tilak handcuffed. cuffed to jail from the Poona Sessions Court, has 
grieved the heart of every Indian. People are saying many things in this 
connection. What we say however is that the authorities desired only to test 
our patience and see how we may bear the sight of any indignities which may 
be offered to our brethern. e are not sorry for Tilak, for he is a great. 
man and the fact that he was handcuffed will not pain him; the handcuff has 
rather been sanctified by his touch, and henceforth it will cease to be a 
mark of dishonour to prisoners. We fear only our own lot. : 

va, 7. The Hitavads Calcutta] of the 15th January + ba — | 

* We are sorry Mr. Balgangadhar Tilak was 

a handcuffed before being carried to jail from the 

Poona Sessions Court. There was no possibility of such a respectable prisoner 

escaping from custody. It did not therefore behove the authorities to insult 

him in that manner. Would they have dared to deal out the same treatment 

to a European prisoner of Mr. Tilak’s position? Government's treatment of 

Mr. Tilak has grieved every Indian heart, which will continue to respect that 

esteemed gentleman as deeply as ever, in spite of any indignities which he 

may suffer at the hands of the Government. 3 

Baulr, 8. The Semay [Calcutta] of the 15th January writes that the fine of Rs. 50 

Jan. 16th, 1904. 8 unn. 1 inflicted = — Le none accused who are oe 
e conviction of the proprietor printer, publisher, editor, and proprietor respective 

ee of the Mahima, must be * a too Boao The 

Magistrate ought to have considered whether the accused by disregarding the 

law caused any pecuniary loss to Government, or whether by not giving the 

necessary declaration they acted like the anarchists of Europe or whether they 

. published in their paper any seditious matter. When, as a matter of fact, 

Hoa | , nothing of that character was published, the accused might be let off with a 

„ warning, or at the worst, fined a few rupees. | 5 

flowgan Hrraisu1, 9. The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 16th January is glad to learn 


Jan 16tb, 1904. | that the unfair means by which money was so long 
od Serampore Sub-Registry exacted from people resorting to the Serampore 
Sub-Registry Office (see Report on Native papers 

of the 16th January, paragraph 10) on business have been put a stop to. 
Nima, 10. A correspondent from Garbeta writes to the Nihar [Contai] of the 
Jan. 19th, 1904 The site selected for the pro !9th January that the zamindar Company of 
posed Garbeta Subdivisional head- Midnapore have objected to the site selected for 
= the proposed Subdivisional town at Garbeta, as it 
1 includes their race - ground and pleasure- ground. The correspondent says that 
BE the site has not been well chosen, as not only is there water-scarcity at that 
qu place, but the proximity of the Sadar Cutcherri of the powerful zamindar 
15 Company will make it impossible for any one to conduct a case against them. 5 


(e Juils. f 
1 11. We observed in our last issue (se. Report on Native Papers of tlie 


3 10tn January, paragraph 12), ‘kas 

Jan. 12th, 190 eee y 1 ’ p ) says the Stkas 
~ | nares ™ me a [ Barisal] of the 12th January, that Phe authorities 

of the Barisal Jail considered themselves above all municipal law and did 


whatever they liked in defiance of it. Now law prohibits the making of 


; brick-kilns in a municipal town. But the authoriti f . ang 
erected a brick -kiln within its four walls. orities of the Barisal Jail have 


3 (d) — Education. 4 
ot Mavis ann,. 12. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 13th January heartily thanke 
7 : .. WHOL aT, Stato technical scholarships, the Government for the institution of State technical 
1 | 5 es scholarshi 8. These scholarships will enable 
promising native youths to go for technical education to foreign countries and 
to be of great service to their country after their return. » aes fea 


— 


N 
* > Pee 
iy 


( 7 5 


13. The same paper has been sorry to receive many complaints 
1 gute 3 Babu - Rajendra Lal Moitra, u. 4, "rincipal of the 
The Principal of the Midnapore. Midnapore College, who is said not to codduct him- 
eae self with becoming gravity in his intercourse with 
the College students, and especially with Musalman students and students who 
are married. VV „„ 
14. The Sanjwvani (Caleutta] of the 14th Jan writes that the truth of 
: its remarks (see Report on Native Papers of the 26th 
The grievances of Sub-Inspec- . December 1903, paragraph 16) regarding the in- 
n .. justice done to Sub- nspéectors of Schools will appear 
from the list of promotions of officers of the § inate Educational Service, 
ublished in the Calcutta Gasetis of the 16th December. The main point 
1g that the lower teachers and clerks get promotions in much less time than the 


Sub-Inspectors. Babu Hira. Lal Mukerji, the eleventh clerk of Mr, Pedler's 
office, has risen, in the brief space of about two years and-a-half, from the 


75-rupee grade to the 125-rupee’ grade, while among the experienced 


Sub-In 


Inspectors. getting more than Rs. 100 per month mileage at the rate of four 
— they may be given the allowance at the rate of two annas, and the 
unwillingness of the authorities to grant to Sub-Inspectors mileage at four annas 
need not thus be a bar to their promotion. 


15. The same paper thanks the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, for 


a .. listening to its. complaint: (see Report on Native 
i Papers of the 16th January, paragraph 14) against 
his subordinate, Babu Adhar; Chandra Mukerji, and transferring him to the 
Presidency College. : ä | 

16. A correspondent of the Nuva Fug [Calcutta] of the 16th January 

5 writes as follows :— | 

On the 31st December last, Babu Kamini 
Kumar Sen, Officiating Deputy Inspector of 
Schools, Dacca Division, accompanied by the Sub-Iuspector of the Srinagar 
Circle, appeared in the Birtara Circle School at about 3-30 P M. for inspection. 
Kamini Babu gave a dictation to the students and asked the Gurs Mahasaya 
to examine their slates. After examining the slates the Guru Mahasayas handed 
them to Kamini Babu. Kamini Babu then asked the Guru Mahasaya himself 
to write the dictation on the school-board. Understanding what Kamini Babu 
meant to do, the latter refused to obey. Thereupon the Deputy Inspector 
hurriedly finished the inspection work with an an face and went away. 
After a few days the Guru Mahasaya received a letter oo. 


‘The Officiating Deputy Inspec- 
tor of Schools, Dacea Ddivision. 


because he is rich enough to maintain two or three such gwrus himself. 
Inspecting officers should not think that their duty 


inspecting officers, As for the gurus, their worth as gurus should not 


ed by the salaries they receive. 


dismissed Guru. Mahasaya. 


The Director of Public Instruction is requested to consider the case of the 


17. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th January thanks the Govern- 


The new posts in the Sanskrit 
College, Celbuits. 3 


be 18. The Ranga lay [Calcutta] of the 17th January congratulates th 


: The new Professors of the Sans. 
krit College, mme. 


. * 


es Professorships in the Calcutta 


+ 


tions he has made for filling up 
a 


Professors of the Sanskrit College. 


spectors, five are rotting in the Rs. 100 grade for four or five years, 
and three from 8 to 10 years in the same grade. Instead of giving to Sub- 


him dismissing him 
from service, and it is said that he was dismissed on the ground of insubordi- 
nation. From the conversation which Kamini Babu had with the Guru Mahasaya 
the former ought to have seen that the latter was not an unlettered fool As a 
matter of fact, he bad accepted service in the school only out of love for it, 


is done by examining 
gurus alone. They ought to explain difficult portions of text-books to students. 
by remaining two or three days among them. But this sort of inspection 
cannot be expected as long as specially trained men are not appointed as 
measur- 


ment for having made a new monthly grant of 
Rs, 225 for the encouragement of Sanskrit learning. 
| | . Hearty thanks must also be given to Mahamaho- 
padhyaya Hara Prosad Sastri, to whose exertions the Sanskrit College, Calcutta, 
owes the creation of three new Professorships to be maintained with this grant. 


Director of Public Instruction on the happy selec- 
the three new 


ont Mam Banpuav, 
Jan, 18th, 1908, 


SaNJIVANI, 
Jan. 14th, 1904. 


SANJIVANYI, 


Nava Loa, 


Jan. 16th, 1904, 


| RANGALAY, 


he . nskrit College. 
Mr. Pedler does not require 3 of = old ag orthodox type “4 
he qualification he wants in suc 


BANGAVAES, 
Jan. 16th, 1904. 


N 
sees). 


Professors is a general knowledge of all departments . 
scholarahi in ibe particule branch, together with a knowledge of English 
ahd of the Western methods of antiquarian. research. » Men, : of tbe 
qualifications to begin with, can be trained up, by the aid of 


( 80 ) 
dge of all depar 


ta of Sanchrit leprning 


— 
4 5 
* 


estern savanis, to 


become such Professors as the Government Wants. From this point of view, all 


the three selections which have been made by Mr. Pedler are unex 


because the men selected are young and have yet time to learn and bétome such 
Professors as are wanted. 


Dacca Prakas, 
Jan. 17th, 1904. 


Nyaya, Sanskrit College, 


HIn po RansIga, 
4 an. 6th, 1904. 


Rampur- Boalia. 


19. The Dacca Prakas r of the 17th go! thanks the ‘authori- 

: ties for having appointed Pundit Prasanna Kumar 

The Assistant Professor Of Turkanidhi, . Chief naiyaytk of Bi a 
the Assistant Professor of Nyaya in the Sahéskh 


College, Calcutta. 


(O- Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminisiration. 

20. The Hindu Ranjika [Rampur-Boalia] of the 6th January makes the 
following remarks about the Garryiug Conipany” 

The “Carrying Company” st at Rampur-Boalia :— d Oe BROS eet 
The number of bullock-catts plyitig between 


Rampur-Boalia and Natore is only four. This is hardly stfficient, The 


fiinpu RANJIKA. 


PatLivasyi. 


MuRSHIDABAD 
HrvalsHI, 


Jan. 18th, 1904. 


Sai Sni VISHNU 
PRLYA-O- 

AmanDa BazaB 
PaTRIKA, 


Jan, 13tb, 1904, 


Bri 8a! Viano 
PRIYA-0- 


A 
AwamppDa BazaR 
PaTRika, 


\ 


number of carts should be increased to remove the inconvenience of passengers. 
By refusing to give reserved accommodation to Babu Nalininath Bishi; the 
Company acted most unjustly, as that 2 was seriously inconvenienced 
by the | 


Ram pur-Boalia town to the Courts. 


2 


refusal. We hope the District Magistrate will not allow such irregular- 


ities in future. 


21. The same paper writes that the proposed tramway from the Rampur- 
N Boalia town to the Courts will not be in any way 
The proposed tramway from the useful to the townspeople. It will, moreover, drive 
| the hackney carriages out of existence. The pre- 
posal to fix the opening hours of the different offices in such a way as to prevent 
the overcrowding of passengers in the tram cars seéms to be impracticable. | 
22. A correspondent of the Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 18th January 
1 * orts me nes to the ln 
the pr Puten of, of Bengal against the proposal to extend the area 
2 of the Asansol Municipality. 
23. The Murshidabad * A (Murshidabad] of the 13th January has the 
kollowing : i 3 
Ry ett my 1 Raja Jogen arain Rai, of Lalgola, intends 
„ . — this year to give a sum of Rs. 50,000 be devoted 
to the improvement of the health of the Murshidabad district. But the amount 
will be too small to do any good to the whole district. It can, however, do 
much good to the Berhampore town. For want of a proper drainage system in 
the Berhampore Municipality, the inhabitants of the place suffer a great deal, 
especially from malaria. The Municipality can do nothing for want of funds 
to improve matters. The Berhanipore people should therefore elect and send 
representatives to the Raja Bahadur of Lalgola with the prayer that he will 
2 ow the money to be devoted for the improvement of the Berhampore town 
alone. i 
24. The Sri Sri roe By -- A omnes Basar Patrika [Calcutta of the 
f th January draws the attention of the Chairman 
wane oe by of the Calcutta Municipality to the exorbitant fare 
.. which the hackney carriage drivers often demand. 
ey a 1 waives at to Howrsh st 2 with family was compelled 
s. <-2 as hire to Kalighat Bazar and back, although under the 
authorized rates it ought to have been Re. 1-6 only. : 9 e a 
25. The same paper — . Nn that the owners of the Shamnagar 
N Victoria Jute Mills are trying to take ession of 
=e of the European the Paschimvahini ghat at Bhadraewar and the 


road leading to it. Their previous attempt to 


ain the same end with the help of Mr. Roberted of their nu 
tho Chairman of the looal Munteic ee hoe 


ipality, proved a failure. On religious gr ounds 


the Hindus have very great objections to the transfer of the ghat and the road 


( 8t° ) 


the mill-owners.: The road is lined with mored banyan’ trees which the 
Hindas cannot allow to be destroyed. The Magistrate of Hooghly’ is ssid’ to: 
have promised his help to the mil owners in this matter. This report, if true, 


is much to be regretted. eee %%% 
The European mill- owners are 9 trying to occupy the same 
ition as was formerly occupied by the powerful indigo-planters in Bengal. 
The local officiala, by conceding all they want, have immensely increased their 
influence 1 importance. : 3 5 5 8 
6. s same paper writes:—— — | Beg 
: wit Wo could not even dream that a benevolent 
The suspension of the Nadia xuler like Sir Andrew Fraser would go so far as to 
Municipality. suspend the Nadia Municipality for such a trivial 
offence. Surely the Government is all-powerful snd can do whatever it 
pleases, But the Nadia Municipality was not guilty of any such shortcoming 
as might bring it under the purview of section 65 of the Municipal Act. The 
reason why the provision relating to privies was not extended to all parts of the 
town was that the health of those parts in which it was not in force was not 
in any way worse than that of parts where it was already in operation. 
But unfortunately this explanation was not considered as satisfactory by 
Government. : a aud | 
There is, however, an important point in the letter of Mr. Shirres to the 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division. Mr. Shirres says that the water 
from the well-privies percolates through the sandy sub-soil and pollutes the 
river water, and is thus a source of danger to health. If that is the case, how 
is it that Government allows the construction by European owners of factories 
of sceptic tanks, the water from which pollutes the water of the Hooghly in the 
same manner? Why is there no objection made to this? People believe that 
Government does, by fair means or foul, whatever it likes to do, and does not 
trouble itself about the propriety or the impropriety of the act. | 
27. A correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 14th J 7 96 says 
3 that the blocking of the Suryyapur khal has, 
unn blocking ‘of the Suryyapur besides ruining the prospects of agriculture in the 
Diamond Harbour subdivision and the Baruipur 
chauki, greatly impaired the health of those parte of the country. There are 
not less than 300 villages within the area bounded by Baruipur on the north 
and Magrahat and Jaynagar on the south, and Suryyapur on the east and 
Rajarhat on the west. In December last, 752 ‘people died of cholera in only 57 
of these villages. Malaria also virulently rages in many of these villages. It 
isa matter of great regret that the health of mufassal villages. is not at al} 
attended to by the authorities, Chee Sd as 
28. The Khulna Sag - the 14th Janua pte that * — of 
The Kh -ipalit;, Khulna town has greatly deteriorated within ver 
a recent times, and that the local Municipality 15 


1 


responsible for this. The supply of drinking water is extremely insufficient. 


Besides this, the water of the tank from which the supply is made has been 
declared unwholesome by the Civil Medical Officer of the place. The- water 
is drawn with two small buckets from the muddy edge of the tank which is 
overgrown with aquatic plants. There is a pump, but that is undergoing a 
perpetual repair and is never used. Diseases have become so prevalent in the 


town that while formerly it would not maintain one dispensary, it now 
maintains seven or eight dispensaries. One seldom meets with a sweeper or a 


scavenger’s cart in any of the roads in the town, except in that which passes in 

2 of the local la w-courts and the District Magistrate's residence. Owing to 

. ese Causes, cholera assumed a virulent aspect in the town last year. But the 

sson which peopl» thought would be learnt by the Municipality from the 

ravages of the fell disease has been lost on it. This year also cholera has made 

prt. gored in the town, and it will be fortunate if it does not make a wide- 
vo. 7 | 10 pe i | 


29. The Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the pee tory writes that at a recent 
1717 5 unicipality, the Chairman, 

nn 2 28 the Chief Engine Mr. reer, showed the greatest: 5 solicitude to 
4 utia Municipality. * ore. ; 2 “or \ * * * 1 1 „ 6 1 1 
Rs, 1.800 ann , -rpanorease, the salary of the Chief Engineer from 
. 1,800 to Rs. 3,000. The present salary was sufficiently high to attract 
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the best men for the appointment; yet Mr. Greer, in utter disregard of the 
rate-payers’ interests, and with the concurrence of self-seeking Commissioners, 
got the salary fixed at Rs. 3,000. In vain did Mr. Apcar propose that the pay 
of the Chief Engineer should be Rs. 1,800 rising to Rs. 2,000. The salary of 
the Chief Engineer of the Bombay Municipality is Rs. 1,500, and at Madras 
it is even less than that. No Government Engineer gets more than Rs. 2,500 
as salary. But the Chief Engineer of the Calcutta N a must never. 


theless get Rs. 3,000! What can be a greater scandal than this? 


30. Referring to the suspension of the Nadia Municipality, the Bangavas 

, een [Calcutta of the 16th January says “ Haribol,” 

, * of the Nadia Muni- f Haribol.“ It is Nadia of which Sir William 
nes Hunter wrote that it ‘‘exercised much influence 
upon the politics, manners, and morals of the Bengalis.” The educated inhabi- 
tunts of Nadia kept and nourished the Municipality as if it were the fabulous 
bird which would bring forth jewels, but the bird has been taken away by the 
hand which gave it. This is not a punishment but a relief to the Commissioners 
of the Municipality. They have had enough of the favour to lameut its disconti- 
nuance, As for the orthodox section of the population of the town, let then 
now tell their sorrows to Government with tears in their eyes. What became 


the fate of Santipur some time ago has become the fate of Nadia now. Let 


the same fate awuit every municipal town in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa, In 
that case Government will be free to introduce such sanitary measures as it 
may set its heart upon, and the natives of the country will not be held respon- 
sible for the life and death of their fellow-countrymen. What greater blessing 
can man expect to have? 


31. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 16th January says that the rate- 
yers of Calcutta have been sadly disappointed in 
Mr. Greer, Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality. 
The water-eupply, the scavenging, and the lighting arrangements of the town 
are as bad as ever, and it is said that Mr. Greer is taking no steps to bring to 
light the irregularities of the Accounts Department of the Municipality. 


The Calcutta Municipality. 


( f )— Questions affecting the land. 


32. A correspondent of the Rainakar [ Asansol] of the 16th January draws 
attention to.the hardship which is caused to tenants 
in the Jumtara subdivision of the Sonthal Parganas 
district in consequence of the Government’s action 
in not allowing any private transfers of land in 
that place. Why such a practice should not prevail in Jamtara, when in the 
neighbouring pargana of Muhammadabad in the Dumka subdivision such 
transfers are allowed, is quite inexplicable. In Jamtara even a zamindar is not 
allowed to have a holding sold in execution of a decree for arrears of rent. 
All he can do is to apply for ejectment, - 1 


The Government should remove these causes of hardship to the Jamtara 


tenantry and permit private transfer of all land, at least with the permission of 
Government. 


Notices of 8 are not now always served by beat of drum. This 
leads to much jobbery. as “ 


Some hardships of the tenantry 
in the Jamtara svbdivision of the 
Sonthal Parganas. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 
33. A correspondent N 100 Sri Sri Vishnu Priya · o- Ananda Bazar 
i a atrika [Calcutta] of the 13th January complains 
2 c „ sear 3 


do not allow passengers to use the station priv 
without exacting money from each of them. Pwo female e still 


thus disallowed and put to great trouble. The mehters are paid servants of 
the Railway Company. That they are permitted’ to put 1 to such 


trouble is greatly to be regretted. The East Indian and the Bengal · Nagpur 
t a stop to the inconvenience. 


Railway authorities should promptly pu 


0 
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— recently made in the timing of trains and tha 
see Oe abolition of express trains on 1 1 8 
ilway are causing great inconvenience to passengers on the line. It takes 
33 on this Kine eight hours to run the distance of 1 10 miles between 
Sealdah and Khulna. The matter was brought to the notice of the late 
Sir John Woodburn, with the result that the railway authorities provided two 
express trains, but now both have been abolished. 

35, A correspondent complains in the Hitavadi Calcutta | of the 15th 
January that since the fearful collision on the Sini 
section of the Bengal-Nagpur Ruilway, the passen- 

er trains are always late in arriving at Kharagpur. The passengers to 
Howrah cannot therefore catch the Puri passenger train and are consequently 
detaine? at Kharagpur for twelve hours. The railway authorities might save 
all this trouble by running a special train to Howrah. The correspondent 
found the'second-class female compartment closed, and the man in charge of the 


A railway complaint. 


34, The Khulaa [Khuloa} of the 14th January says that the changes ‘Keown, 


Jan, Iich, 1904. 


compartment was away. He was in great trouble with the ladies in hie 


charge. He went out and examined the third-class waiting shed and found 
that it was in a deplorable condition. The interior of the shed was full of 
night-soil and all sorts of filth. That such an important junction station 
should have such miserable accommodation for the third-class passengers 1s 
discreditable to the railway authorities. Sas 
36, The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah | of the 16th January says:— 
Referring to our complaint about the absence 
a the of female ticket-collectors from the Howrah rail- 
— f way station, the ‘Traffic Manager of the East 
Indian Railway tells us, in his letter No. 386, dated the 6th January last, that 
‘this was due to one of the female ticket-collecturs being on leave, but she has 
since resumed duty.” But in the current week also no female ticket-collector 
has been found to attend No. 9 Loop Mail, No, 25 Burdwan Passenger, or 
No. 19 Loop Passenger train. Asa matter of fact, the attendance of female 


We therefore think that the Traffic Manager’s statement is not correct. Why 
do not the railway authorities make tempo arrangements during the 
absence on leave or otherwise of female ticket-collectors? What is the 
use of giving worthless replies instead of trying to remove the grievance 
complained of ? Aap a 

37. The Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 16th January says that in the Indian 

rier Engineering of the 2nd January last there are two 

Baron a and advertisements to the effect that three men on 
a 5 Rs. 200 to Rs. 400 each are wanted by the Super- 
intendent of the Carriage and Waggon Department, East Indian 3 and 
a clerk on Rs. 75 to Rs. 100 by the Locomotive Superintendent, Madras Rail- 
way; but none need apply for any of these posts unless he is a Eurasian or a 
European, The other 4 
Conference which had sat at Delhi to settle the question of giving preference 
to Eurasian and European candidates for posts on Indian railways. How is 
it that he knows nothing of a rule which is standing and is still followed in 
practice? 3 3 oe 

38. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 16th J rag draws the attention of 

Inconvenience of merchants on ped in 3 ees ave gag 9 2 al 

5 on serious loss and inconvenience caused to the well - 
e known merchants of Hatkhela by the system of 

me . issun:g what are known as risk notes. After 
receiving delivery of their goods and paying all the charges, the merchants not 
unfr re find that a certain portion of the consignments is missing. They 
are required to take immediate delivery 
receipts and to sign their names in the railway delivery book, and are not 
allowed an opportunity of examining their goods beforehand. The jute which 
the shed foreman gives to the jute-merchants as compensation for any loss 
they may have suffered is worthless. If jute of better quality is demanded, 
the risk note.comcs to the rescue, and all obje ction vanishes, When re-weigh- 
ment of the goods takes place at Calcutta or at Chitpur, the owner or his agent 


\ ( 


\ 


. 


y Lord Curzon said that he knew nothing of the 


of their goods by presenting their 


HownaH HITA URI, 
Jan. 16th, 1904. 


ticket collectors has been far from being regular during the last few months. 


BaNGavast, 


Jan. 16th, 1904. 
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is not allowed to be present at the.re-weighment, But excess charges, when 


made by the railway, must be pai he . ow | 
complaint is made to the railway authorities, the 
matter will recoive attention” is promptly given. But the matter 
The Director-General of Railways, in his 
1ith June 1903, wrote: — | 9 8 8 
‘¢ Babu Maharaj, H. K. Ray Chaudhuri, and others are informed that the 
matter is receiving attention.“ ee e 
No action has free taken since 2 nie was written. This is how 
attention is paid to complaints against the rail Way. oo a 
39. It is 8 says the Mistabhashi rCaloutte} of the 18th J anuary, 
that the authorities of the Kast Indian Railwa 


desire to establish a station at the Jamal village, 


paid by the owner of the goods. When a 


* * 


A petition. 


and not at Siurhi, 13 miles distant from it, on the projected railway between 


the Ondal station andthe Loop line. But a petition has been made to the 


Government of India for establishing the station at Kendua and not at Jamal. 


This will do no harm to the Railway Company, while it will prove of immense 
benefit to the petitioners. 3 

40. A trust worthy correspondent of the Pra tivasi [Calcutta] of the 19th 
January says that owing to some recent changes 
in timing, the down steamere of the Kallygunge 
Mixed Service fail to catch the night train at 
Goalundo. The Jordan steamer arrives at the Binanai, Aralia, Nagarbarhi, 
and many other stations at dead of night, and as there are no waiting-rooms 


The Kallygunge mixed service 
of steamers. 


at these stations, passengers suffer greatly in the open air. When the steamer 
arrives at Goalundo the passengers fall into a greater difficulty because the 


night train having departed and the restaurants remaining closed at the late 


hour, they have to spend the remaining hours of the night on the sandy bank 


of the Padma. They are not allowed to spend the night on the steamer. 


On account of these difficulties people nowadays go to Goalundo by boats, 
and this has greatly reduced the income of the Steamer Company. | 


Nowadays the down steamer generally reaches Goalundo early in the 
morning. If it is made to arrive a little later, it can catch the Chandpar express 
train and at the same time remove to some extent the inconveniences of its 

assengers, Again, arrangements having been made for carrying the mails of 
Aralia, Nagarbarhi, etc., by steamer, they are arriving at Calcutta a day later 


than usual. 
(- Genera’. 


41, The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 9th January says that the 

aarguments with which Mr. Risley has sought to 

Sere. s Faridpur in gupport the proposed transfer of Dacca and 

Mymensingh do not apply to Backergunge. Geo- 

8 speaking, Backergunge and 

ulna and Jessore than with Dacca and Mymensingh, no large river like 

the Padma separatiug them for each other. Hence even if Dacea and Mymen- 

singh are transferred to Assam, there will be no necessity to take Backergunge 

and Faridpur with them. To do justice to Bengal, however, no part of it 
should be transferred to Assam. | 


42. The Pacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 11th 
January has the following in its English columns :— 
A Granp Mass MEETING. ae 
Dacca is now, to all intents and purposes, politically dead. A time there 
was when Dacca used to take the lead in all political agitations, but now it is 
nowhere. Nowadays Dacca is lethargic and is very slow to move. If it 
moves at all, it moves only when it is stirred up to its lowest depth. Mr. Risley’s 
famous letter seems to Bee infused new life into the dead bones of Dacca. 
Whatever may be the result of this agitation, we will always remain thankful 
to Mr. Risley for this revivification of Dacca which 
best friends, Mr. Risley’s proposal is, so far, a blessing in disguise. 

Last Monday’s demonstration at the Sadar Ghat was unique in all resp 
and never in the annals of this old historic city was popular agitation gi 


A grand mass meeting. 


* 


way. 


typed reply, “the 
there. 
tter No. 505 R. T., dated Simla; the 


~ 


Faridpur are connected more with 


was given up as dead by its 


a grander and more solid embodiment, Long before the appointed — 2 


es) 


) ling masses of human figures, unending and continuous, wended their 
2 Wbche historic spot at the Sadar Ghat, and it was late after the dusk that 
the gathering disperacd. The representatives of all communities and interests 
both European and Native, high in 1 and great in influence, muste 
strong. 1 rofessions and callings, hi h an humble, were represented 
by hundreds und thousands and thousands. he calculati grocers, the crafty 
vendors, the illiterate jehus from the labours of their coaca-box, and who else 
not, enthusiastically caught the spirit of this tremend ous gathering and con- 
tributed their quota of loyalty to this mighty demonstration. The Sadar Ghat 
presented a spectacle the like ok which the oldest man of the city cannot with 
effort recall In enthusiasm and in numerical strength all other preceding local 
popular movements modestly pale before it. The same feelings of resentment 
at the proposed partition swayed the thousand hearts that were imperceptibly 
drawn to the rendezvous to participate in the proceedings of this monster 


assemblage. It was a seething mass of humanity, with anxiety and alarm 


stamped on each countenance and flashes of moral indignation shooting from 
all eyes. What with undivided unity of heart, what wich perfect and sincere 
unanimity of opinion. the huge gathering devoured every word of the speakers 
with insatiable avidity. Speakers followed speakers, and the maddened 


multitude carried all the resolutions by rapturous acclamation of approval 


when the hollowness of Mr. Risley’s sophistry was scathingly exposed. 
Query: Who organised this stupendous assembly? hat magnetic force 
brought the Reis and Rayyets, the rich and the poor, the learned and the 
illlterate—we ask again, what it was that brought together these different 
classes of people and made them stand shoulder to shoulder ou a common 
platform? The sight was in leed worth seeing. 
43. The same paper writes: — 7 | é 
Government must be thoroughly mistaken 
B. The! Propored transfer of Fast if it thinks that the mere giving of a sweet sound- 
engal io Assam. 5 2 
strong feeling which has been roused by the proposal to transfer Dacca, Mymen- 
singh, and Chittagong to Assam. Even the illiterate cultivators in those dis- 
tricts are quite against the transfer. If by proposing to make Dacca the capital, 
Government wishes to lessen the agitation, it is in error. Those districts are 
not the land of savages and barbarians that they will succumb to the tempta- 
tion held out to them. The Chief Commissioner of Assam has much ado in 
managing his province full of tea-planters and coolies. He cannot be expected 
to attend to the affairs of a much larger province. As to the privilege of the 
High Court, the Ptoneer has declared that the people of East Bengal will 
gradually lose it. We believed Lord Curzon to be an enthusiastic preserver of 


ancient greatness, But he now proposes to transfer Dacca, the renowned 


capital of Bengal during Muhammadan rule, to Assam! 


* 


44. The same paper publishes accounts of 
protest meetings held at 32 different places. 
45. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh)] of the 12th January says that 


Protest meetings. 


The d transfer. ° / 
nn and discontent in the country and filled men's 


minds with gloomy forebodings. Everywhere —at home, in the street, in 
the market-place, in the school, in the’ place of business—people.of all ranks 
and conditions in life are thinking of only one subject, viz., the proposed 
transfer. The proposal has made impossible things ible; it has made the 
unlettered rustic speak, the idiot think, the zamindar whose only ambition 
was to please his District Magistrate, go against him; in short, it has made 
the whole country unite together in one thought and in one purpose. Not 
a bit of this description is exaggerated. Would that Mr. Risley had seen 
with his own eyes the spirit of self-sacrifice and the indefatigable energy 
which prevail in the districts in question. VN 
The same paper says that recently the Magistrate told a number of 
zamindars and respectable people assembled in his house that if they would 
consent to a proposal to transfer the Dacca, Chittagong, and Rajshahi districts, 
except Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling, to Assam, and to place the newly con- 


stituted province under a Lieutenant-Governor assisted by a Legislative 


Council, he would be willing to support it. The Magistrate did not sy 


ing name to the proposed province will allay the 


Dacca GAZETTE. 
Jan. lith, 1904. 


Dacca GazkTTEz 


CAAM MIHIR, 


r. Risley’s proposal has created a universal panio 1% 1004. 


8 1 rm mmm ee ee 
ln ag aay aah n ae 


3 


whether Government had really any such proposal in contemplation. The 
public will not venture to give any opinion on it before it is published in an 


official Gazette. 3 1 tad | 
Cuaro Mis. 46. The same paper notices more than 40 meetings held or to be held 
Jan, 12th, 1904 in different places in the Mymensingh district to 
Protest meetings. protest against the proposed transfer. ae 
CAU MiBIn. 47. The same paper publishes letters sympathising with the protest 


movement and gives accounts of a large number 
of protest meetings. 


48, The same paper publishes the following 
in English :— 


Protest meetings. 


* An open letter. 


Ax open LeTren To W. B. Tnousox, Eso., 1. C. s., Disrricr Macieraate, 
MYMENSINGH. 


II. 


Sir,—I said in my last, that the resolution about the 8 of Bengal 
has come upon the people as an unexpected thunder bolt and made the life 
of every inhabitant of Dacca and Mymensingh simply miserable. Should 
you, Sir, care to enquire, why? The simple answer is that the proposal is 
so unreasonable, unjustifiable, and inequitable as to lay, most unceremoniously, 
the axe at the root of our present political status. This has been completely 
overlooked by Mr. Risley. I cannot congratulate him for the position he 
has assumed, namely, that it is of no moment to a people to be deprived of 
its political status and that all objections to their being so deprived is purely 
sentimental. Sentiment forsooth! Even if it were, is it absolutely of no 
consequence? Does not sentiment play a great part even in politics? Is 
8 against depriving a people of its political status for no fault of theirs, 
ut for some supposed administrative convenience, really a matter of senti- 
ment? In Bengal we have a voice in the making of our own laws, we have 
the right to elect our representatives in our Council, and represent our 
grievances through them. We have a right to put an immediate and effective 
check upon all executive vagaries, which in India, unfortunately, is by no 
means uncommon, and when it ‘pleases Mr, Risley, for probably his future 
administrative convenience, to deprive us of all these rights and privileges, 
we are told that no one should protest; for such protests are nothing but 
temporary, artificial, and 2, | 

The proposal in fact is so fraught with mischief that the whole of India, 
not to speak of Bengal only, is vitally interested in protesting against it. 
Can you, Sir, as a true Englishman, ignore the gravity of this constitutional 
issue? Is it necessary to explain why this widespread and unexpected 
commotion throughout the length and breadth of the entire province, not to 

He Lt speak of the ill-fated districts only, is convulsing the whole country? Wouid 
‘Bat you, Sir, care to pause for a moment and consider what that feeling is which 
ae ag into every heart from the highest to the lowest—from that of Maharaja 

ir Jotindra Mohan Tagore to that of your punkha-cooly? Is everybody 
deceived by sentiment? Is there not a single soul in this vast province that 
is not affected by a jaundiced vision and can thus see things in their true 
colour? Is the now famous Home Secretary the only person who is in the 
right and all others in the wrong? I do not know the, method of drawing up 
an indictment against a whole people. He that accuses all mankind of error 
is sworn to commit only one. | ; 

Dacca and Mymensingh are henceforward to be regarded by the tes dixit 
of Mr. Risley as the part of a non-regulated Province and Scheduled district 
ta welcome the odium and contempt attaching to these names. They are to 
be driven outside the pale of civilised India and are to be considered 
unworthy of associating even with their fortunate neighbours, . 2 

Mr. Risley has been pleased to assure us that our present administration 


will remain in tact, and to prove this he has very conveniently referred to a 
| Portion of an Act, Vio, 17 and 18, C. 70, vel! the same 10 carefully 
silent atout the seoond portion of the said enactment, This latter provides 

that the existing laws may be superseded by the regulations ef the ruler of 
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3 
the Provinee to which the territories are annexed, no doubt, with the sanction 
of the Viceroy in Council. Mr. Risley says our laws remain. For how long, 
ray Will the Government be constitutionally bound to retain these laws f 

is it not a matter of grace ani favour rather than of right? Will the Chief 
Commissioner of Assam and the Viceroy be divested of the powers already 
vested in them to supersede the existing laws, by future regulations made 
in secret, of the annexing province? Has Mr. y at all considered this 
or any of the above points in his resolution ? . 

I must say, Sir, that I am unable to reconcile the introduction of this most 
arbitrary change in the cases of Dacca and Mymensingh with the principles of 
justice, with reason, or with the prosperity of the two unhappy districts. If 
Government were a matter of arbi y will, then Mr. Risley’s will without 
question should certainly count as superior to all. But Government and legisla- 
tion are matters of reason and judgment, and not of inclination and what sort 
of reason is that in which the determination precedes the discussion in which 
the authoritative instructions and mandates are issued which one must be bound 
blindly and implicitly to obey; though contrary to the clearest conviction of his 
judgment and conscience? These are things which were utterly unknown to 
laws of thisland, and which arise from a fundamental mistake of the whole 
tenor of our administration. | | 

Sir, the patient cries when the pain is great, he cries the louder when the 
doctor is near, so that he may be cured the sooner. If the cry is false and the 
pain is a fraud, let the doctor prove it. It is no reason to say we can afford 
to make you miserable. The question is whether you can render your people 
miserable and whether it is not your interest to make them happy. As one 
of the greatest English statesmen has said, ‘‘It is not what a lawyer tells me 
what I may do, but what humanity, reason, and justice tell me what I ought 
to do. 7 


It is very fortunate for the people of Mymensingh that you are taking a 
kind, unbiassed, and sympathetic interest in the matter ofthe threatened parti- 
tion. You have been able to gauge the depth of the public feeling, and it now 
remains for you to consider what course you should now adopt. 

Sir, that the feeling is real and not feigned, that the agitation is genuine, not 
artificial, that the outcry is sincere, though it cannot be said now whether it will 
be temporary, that the people have lost their peace of mind with the one idea of 
their fate being joined together withthat of Assam, then, Sir, it will befor you to 
consider whether you will take some steps to allay the feelings of the people, 
or at least to take them into confidence and to advise them how best to avoid 


this calamity. More in my next. } 


49. The Bitas [ Barisal } 4 ~~ J 1 22 as follows yt 8 
ie t is admitted on all hands that no of Beng 
oun oe sh ther gr io gaa should be transferred to Assam. Bat it Govern- 
ment is determined to transfer Dacca and Mymen- 
singh, it should not take Backergunge and Faridpur along with them, because 
the arguments by which Government has tried to support the proposed transfer 
do not apply to the latter districts. We should like to know upon what argu- 
ments the additional proposal to transfer Backergunge and Faridpur has been 

based. We can hardly’ believe that any sensible man can make such a proposal. 
50. Under the heading, ‘‘ Fearful news,” the same paper publishes Mr. 
Macpherson’s letter to the Commissioner of the 


* Fearful news” 


transfer. 


51. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 18th January says 
that the well-to-do 
much to get a post office established in the place. 
a The Postal Superintendent, too, reported to the 
postal authorities the need of such an officé,, When there is enough work for 
a post office at Saidabad, it is really an act of injustice not to grant it one. It 
will be doing a real good to the inhabitants of the place if, at present, they 
ate granted, at least, a receiving post office. The Postal uperintendent and 
the other postal authorities should pass necessary orders on the subject. . . 


Wanted a post office at Saidabad 
in Ge Murshida bad district. 
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you think, 


Dacca Division on the subject of the proposed 


people of Saidabad have tried 


Bikas, 


Jan. 12th, 1904. 
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52. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 
13th January has the following: os. 
The proposed dismemberment of We prefer to call the proposed. territorial 
* redistribution a separation of Bengalis rather than 
a dismemberment of Bengal. In fact, a separation amon ‘age eres inevit- 
able if Bengal bedismembered in the manner proposed in Mr. Risley’s letter, 
There will be no sympathy between East and West Bengal after euch dismem. 
berment: the tie of sympathy that binds the two together will be snapped b 
their living under two different Governments and the Bengali community will 
thus be weakened. The fierce agitation all over East Bengal is due to the 
overwhelming grief caused by the apprehension of this serious calamity—this 
painful separation. Such an agitation is perhaps unprecedented in the annals 
of East Bengal. : : 

Monster meetings attended by thousands of persons are being held in 
Dacca, Mymensingh, and Chittagong. The meeting at Dacca is an instauce in 
point. Ihe Bengalis are a most meek and law-abiding people, and that is the 
reason why Government has failed to realize the intrinsic depth of this agitation. 
When a weak, dumb creature oppressed by severe anguish utters its deep but 
feeble moan, that cry of pain does, and, in the nature of things, can attract the 
notice of none but a truly generous and syn.pathetic soul. 5 

We have always been partial to the English Government. It is our firm 
belief that there is justice in English dominion, sympathy for the people in the 
English Government, and love of justice in the English heart, but we are deeply 
pained to see, from time to time, the seriius trouble that is caused by the 
caprice of individuals and the slight and neglect with which Government 
treats the cry of anguish of its weak and poor subjects in order to carry 
its point and to let its caprice have its way. But Government ought to know 
that not to listen to the cry of those who have no other means of making known 
the anguish they feel is not only a wrong and improper act, but an act of the 
utmost cruelty and heartlessness. eee 

We have great respect for Lord Curzon. It is our belief that he is as kind 
and sympathetic as he is conscientious. Is not the fact of many hundreds of 
thousands of people passing their days and nights in the utmost anxiety by 
reason of a proposal prompted by sheer caprice and of their uttering a cry of 
pain in public meetings reaching his ears? Is not this united wail of East 
Bengal entering the ears of him who knows minutely even what is written in 
an obscure corner of a newspaper? : : | 

Mr. Risley’s proposal will not extend the British Empire nor fill the British 
exchequer with gold, silver, diamond, and pearls, nor add to the strength or 
reputation of the English people. Why then this determination to give effect 
to it? We learn from Mr. Risley’s letter that the proposal, if carried out, will 
promote administrative convenience. His arguments in support of that 
contention will hurdly appear as arguments to sensible people. Those 
arguments are self-conflicting and suicidal. In proposing a separation of East 
from West Bengal he has trampled upon the argument used by him iu 
advocating the bringing of the entire Uriya population under one Govern- 
ment. The English Government feels it a shame even to avow that the 
will of the strong is law and there is no need of arguments in such a 
case.” How will it then defend an action in which the people see a clear 
indication of the above principle? In fact, Mr. Risley’s arguments in favour 
of the proposed dismemberment of Bengal are extremely weak. Why should 
Government make hundreds of thousands of people weep by acting upon a line 
of reasoning that is so weak? - 

‘Suppose we grant to Mr. Risley that the scheme will, in some measure, 
promote administrative convenience. But such convenience will mean the con- 
venience of a handful of salaried civilians. Would it show either keen political 
vision or keen political judgment on the part of the Viceroy to put hundreds of 
thousanldsto serious inconvenience in order to promote the convenience of a 
handfu of salaried servants? No political philosopher in the world will 
approve of such reasoning or of such an action. 4 = 

It may be urged on behalf of Government that this proposal need not 
distress the ple atall, and that the pain that they complain of is purely 


‘imaginary aud but a momentary feeling which will soon pass away. But what 


q ' U 
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pain, we ask, is not a momentary feeling? Does not the fierce flame of 


anguish that is kindled in the heart of the devoted wife at the loss of the 


d whom she held dear as life itself abate in intensity as time goes on ? 
3 not a smile appear, in the course of time, on the face of the woman 
whose grief at the loss of her husband had made her resolve upon immolating 
herself on his funeral pyre? But does not thesmouldering fire of grief, burning 
constantly in her heart like a slow but perennial funeral pyre, slowly destroy, 
all the same, her peace and happiness? Her silent grief, though invisible to 
every other eye and unfelt by every other heart, torments her none the less by 

by night. 

15 If Bengal be separated from Bengalis, such a smouldering fire of grief will 
burn noiselessly for ever in their hearts. In a few days this feeble cry of pain 
uttered by the people will have ceased to be heard by Government, but the 
pain which they feel in their hearts will never pass away. A Government 
which does not try to enter into the feelings of the people and gives no ear to 
their piteous cry of anguish is unable, even if most powerful and adorable as a 
od, to secure the tribute of loving gratitude offered by grateful human hearts. 
e can by no means bring ourselves to believe that, in the time of a judicious 
and cool-headed Viceroy like Lord Curzon, the people’s cry of anguish will -be 
treated with such cruel contempt. It is, however, most astonishing that His 
Excellency has failed, up to this time to reassure this weak people with hopes- 

ful words. | , 
We have a representation to meke to Lord Curzon. He must believe that 
the people of this country, unless deeply pained, never take part in any agita- 
tion. They are now severely pinched by hunger, and have neither the inclina- 
tion nor the ability to join in an agitation for the mere sake of a sensation. 
Unless deeply pained, the people of this country do not come forward in this 
manner to protest against any action of Government. We know the inner life of 
East Bengal. Hundreds of thousands of people there have been really pained by 


this proposal. The very sanana women have been pained by it. Why should Lord 


Curzon set about this dreadful act? Let him save the people of Bengal from 
this danger and receive their countless thanks and blessings for that service. 
Government may think to itself, There was universal agitation like this 
at the time of passing the Consent Bill, too, but there is now no sign whatever 
of that agitation and the measure is causing no hardship to the people.” To 
this we may reply, that that measure does not touch the interests of the 22 
inasmuch as it is, in a manner, a dead letter. In fact, there was no need of 


introducing a law of that kind in this country, and it is impossible that the fact of 


the commission of the offence made punishable by it should ever come to the 
notice of Government, In fact, so long as the ever-cherished sense of honour 


is present in Hindu and Musalman sanande, so long will that law remain a dead 


letter. It is, therefore, no, cause of practical hardship, though Government may 


possibly succeed in its attempt, if it be hent upon enforcing it, by the employment 


of spies. But in the present case, the public are convinced that nothing will save 
them from the mischievous operation of the scheme of dismemberment. There 
is no means of counteractin 5 the operation of that scheme, and the public incon- 
venience caused by it will therefore be permanent. Our humble and earnest re- 
presentation to Lord Curzon is that he should now soothe the disquieted people 
with reassuring words, and thereby receive the tribute of their loving gratitude. 
53. The Sri Sri a Basar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 

ee 15 th January writes that Government ought never 

one ene, io allen Ga unrestricted sale of e e But 


medical practitioners should not be required to take out licenses for keeping 


cocaine in their dispengaries. 


54. The Sa, jivani [Calcutta] of the 14th January writes as follows :— 
The proposed transfer. |, When Sylhet and Cachar were transferred to 
: Assam it was announced by Government that the 


laws in force in Bengal would continue to be applied to them. Let us now see 
how Government has kept its promise. In Be 


per acre and all arrears of the cess are realised by the sale of estates. How can 


it then be believed that th ises whi vernment ‘is 1 
relation to Daces, a © promises which Government is now making in 


2 5 | ngal the road-cess never exceeds’ 
pice per rupee of rent, but in Sylhet and Cachar it is levied at three annas 


Mymensingh, and Chittagong will be kept by.it after their 
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tranference to Assam? One of the grounds on which Been refuse to be 
transferred to Assam is its backward administration. respectable and 
educated gentleman (the correspondent’s letter is 1 says that it was only 
on the 4th January last that the engagement of pleaders in revenue cases was 
sanctioned by the Chief Commissioner of Assam. that no one can complain 
inst a tahsildar, without the permission of the Chief Commissioner and that 
since 1894 the places going by the name Mikirhile have received the benefit of 
no law, stump or revenue, or civil or criminal. No Bengali will ever consent 
to be transferred to a province in which such is the state of things. 

SANsIvant. 55. The same paper says :— | 
1 | 14th Jan, 1904, ; Recently both Mr. Garth of Dacca and the 
ie r District Magistrate of Mymensingh said to certain 
alle zamindars and other respectable people that Government had made an alter- 
native proposal to transfer the Dacca, Chittagong, and Rajshahi Divisions, 
except Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling, to Assam, ‘and give the newly constituted 
province a Lieutenant-Governor and a Legislative Council. The native 
gentlemen to whom this information was given, have not yet expressed their 
Opinion on the proposal, but public feeling is decidedly against it, because its 
adoption would have the effect of weakening Bengal. It is also rumoured that 
Chutia Nagpur will not be transferred to the Central Provinces because 
Government does not desire to separate the coal districts of Chutia Nagpur 
from Bengal. However that may be, the letter written by the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal to the Commissioner of the Dacca Division 
proposing a transfer of the whole of that Division to Assam, is silent about the 
creation ofa Lieutenant-Governorship or a Legislative Council in the province 
to be newly constituted. It is — to be considered how far the native 
. can trust the words of Mr. Garth and the District Magistrate of 

ym | 


ensingh. | 
SANJIVANI. 66. The same paper publishes a number of letters purporting to have 
been written by respectable men and women, in 


ik oO 3 whe pepe: See which the writers express their feelings of dis- 
1 approhation as regards the proposed transfer. 5 
1. a 3 57. The same paper publishes accounts of protest meetings held at the 
Protest meetings. following places — : 
| Dacca district. 
Jainshar = 105 00 isi 
Bhagyakul 20 0„ \ eee eee : ee: | January bth. 
po | Svarnagram eee ove . January 6th. 
Narayanganj. eee ‘isi a 
Lohujung ic 5 . January 7th. 
Bahar Lohujung : 220 eee eon | 
\ Brahmanga eee | eee eee eee 
Dacca ve ese 55 és | January 8th. 
a 1 \ ae | January 9th. 
„„ E January 10th. 
8 e Lith. 
„ e lach. 


January 18th. 


Mymensingh district. 


January 6th. 


January 7th. 
January 6th. 


a 


. 28 


N, ee bod tin teenie 1 82 222 ri. 2 ‘gine ip 


e too ip outa: — 22 2 te 


Jamslpur ... 40 „ coe , 
Kendua me 8 ei . January 10th. 
8 ef se , 
— Boe ü 
Narayandaha. .. us ee coo tS 
Jamurki eee ees eee eee 
Mymensingh ... oi ces is 
rm Tangail eee eee £98 ; 7 
Masua ae si 85 —— 13th. 
Delduar eee see ee¢ , see 
Taugail „* 2% %fe » é eee 92 00 
na, se be gee 500 
Digpait ene eee pes wee 2 3 
Elashin eee ee 500 * 18th. 
Jamurki tin ogee wee e 
Sankrail eee eee pep eee | 
Muktagachha 900 i 0 ee | — 
Tinpera district. „ W 1 
Ohand pur eee. 200 | . eee ae January 8th. | * | 
Brahmanbaria 926 we. oe January 10th. 
a eee eee | aS 0 110 

2 8 ee me eee January Lith. 

anapur cee 252 „%%% „** pee 
Comill oa eee eee eee January * 


Chittagong district. oe 5 

Chittagong VVV January 9th. 
Faridpur district. 

Farid pur one OO ag * January 10th. 

Giridih subdivision 5 

Giridih a a 8 ... January 10th. 


Backer unge district. ie 
Barisal a: a | eee » January 10th. 


58. The Jyoti (Chittagong) of the 14th January points out the followi 
The proposed transf among others, as evils which aré likely to 
* a from the proposed transfer :— 


00 The cooly lav. — The N transfer will offer larger nn 


for luring away poor pes a le to to tea-gardens and 
teingine thet wader § the r ’ 


(2) Increase of tazes.—The road-cess will be ee” i N 
(3) Association: with the Assamese will have a deteriorating effect upon : ft 
| the Bengalis of Chittagong, just as the latter have deteriorated 1 
dy reason ss their association with the Burmese. | 5 


H Yor, 
Jan. 14th, 1904, 


Sana r, 
Jan. 15th, 1904. 


KasiPur Nivasi, 
Jan. 13th, 1904. 


HitTavaDi, 
Jan. 15th, 1904. 


Htravap!. 
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„this country, whose cardinal policy is to divide and rule. H 

to banish” ties to promote . arbitrary administration of the law by 

Military Captains and Deputy Commissioners and contact with a backward 

population devoid of all life and spirit, who will give them neither help or 

2 athy, will soon crush all spirit and independence out of them, deal a 
eat 


( 82 ) 
59. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 15th January 


Says that the growing 
irit and independence of the : people of East 
Bengal, their wealth, courage, enterprise, and per- 
severence, their intimate union with the people of 

West Bengal and hearty co-operation in all good movements started in this 


of the province are a source of displeasure and disquiet to the rulers of 


dence this proposal 


blow to their progress and prosperity, and soon reduce them to the level 


of the rest of the population of the province. 


All schemes of division, decentralisation and the like will thus succeed 


at one and the same time. Thanks to Lord Curzon and his crooked-minded 
Law Member, the vaunted educational progress of Bengal is going to receive 
a rude check. Thanks to the Universities Bill and the Official Secrets Bill, 
what remains to be accomplished will soon be accomplished. Government 


will thus gain all its ends, and by the operation of the laws made by it, not only 
the people of East Bengal but we also shall become as meek as the lamb and 
as despicable as the ass and cry victory to the crooked-minded legislators. 


60. The Tasipur Nivasi [Barisal| of the 13th January writes that at 

first it was proposed to transfer only Chittagong 

1 proposed transfer of East to Assam. Then came the roposal to transfer 
ngal to Assam. : 

Dacca and Mymensingh. The people of these 
districts are in great terror at these proposals, And now comes the astound- 
ing news that Backergunge and Faridpur are also to be transferred to Assam! 
The great Padma and the Meghna rivers separate these districts from Dacca. 
The proposal to transfer them to Assam is unnatural. It would be a much 
better arrangement to include. Faridpur, Backergunge, Jessore, and Khulna 
under a separate Commissionership. — | | 

61. The Hitavadi 8 of the 15th January writes 
ae eich tical a Os. Territorial changes such as are proposed, 
Dinan to hanes which cannot fail to inflict terrible mental agony 
oak | on the people of Bengal and at the same time give 
rise to the greatest discontent in the country, ought never to be made. The 
establishment of an Executive Council to assist the Lieutenant-Governor, 


may, in our opinion, remove all the administrative difficulties dwelt upon in 
the Government of India’s letter. But while all possible objections to the 


proposed transfer have been anticipated and discussed in Mr. Risley’s letter, 


no mention is made in it of the advantages or disadvantages that may follow 
from the establishment of an. Executive Council. What may be the cause of 
such omission? Is it because Government has some ulterior objet in view 
which would be frustrated if that question were discussed? 

Now that it has been made abundantly clear to Government that the 
people of Bengal are decidedly against the proposed changes, we hope Lord 

zon will reassure the public mind by givin up, once for all, proposals 
which are likely to produce so much mischief in future. 


62. The same paper writes that the compositors, distributors, the press- 


ou men, the assistant foreman, and coolies in the 
e 2 Contral a Coloma, a. made to 
9 „„ a on Sundays. This is illegal. Under section 
5B of the Factory Act (Act XV of 1881) no one is allowed ta work on Sundays 
in any factory. When under exceptional circumstances the operatives are 
required to. work on Sundays, the law makes special provisions to meet such 
eases. But no attention is paid to these in the Government Central Press. 
It is a curious fact that proof-readers and other officers who are able to make 
ga age to the higher authorities, are not required to work on Sundays. 
This shows the character of the æulm that is practised on the poor men, wh0 
being illiterate, cannot Protest. N 0 allowance. or holiday is ever granted to 
them by way of compensation for their working on Sundays. Officers in 
the Central Press heartlessly overwork the poor men to show the 


I 


charge of 


4 i 
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progress of work.and thereby win the good opinion of their superiors. Ia there 
no one to take notice of such oppression? gn N 

g from Bhowanipur, 


Oaloutta, refers do a number of pos grievances. 
buffered by the inhabitants of that place. The 
system of hourly delivery, though introduced in the local post-office, is not 
followed in practice. Letters of one day are often delivered on the following 
day. — going to the post-office for having letters registered, or money 
orders or telegrams sent, have generally to wait there for an hour. The 
canse of all this mismanagement is that although the work and income of the 
office have greatly increased, its staff has not been proportionately strengthened. 
The telegraph office attached to the post-office should be kept open for twenty- 
fours hours like all first class offices, and benches should be kept in it for respect- 

able people to sit on. : 4 1 Bier Nie ic ; 5 
64. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 16th January contains notices 
_. ‘Of the protest. meetings held at the following 

Protest meetings. places ‘iil 1 85 . „ 
_. Muktagacha, Jamalpur, Sridharganj, Sakhnai, Sambhuganj, Hat Karia, 
Nandanpur Jogendranagar, Tulandar, Gangatia, Chuniapatal, Basigram, 
Husanpur, Pulpur, Kumaruli, Shyamganj, Kedarpur, Elashin, Astagram, and 

Gachibata. : : %% ² (( 
65. The Nara Yug [Calcutta] of the 16th Jan draws the attention of 
i ee the authorities to the hard lot of the ee peons 
8 Bie e postal peons in the of the Simla post-office in Calcutta. The system 
eee" - of hourly delivery in Calcutta has necessitated an 
increase in the number of peons in all post-offices in the town. But the number 
of peons in the Simla uently the 


63. A correspondent of the same paper writin 


The Bhowanipur Post Office. 


st-office has not been increased and conseq 
ae are overworked, so much ‘so that they hardly find time to eat their 
meals. | VV•!,; es & a 

66. The Anusandhan [ Caleutta] of the 16th January says that instead of 
ismembering Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Assam 
should be brought under one Government, and have 


A suggestion. 


flivaVaDI, 
18th Jan. 1904. 


Cano Minis, 
Jan. 16th, 1904, 


Nava Tos. 
Jan. 16th, 1904. 


ANUGARNDEHAY, 
Jan. 16th, 1904, 


one language, namely, Bengali, recognised as the langunge of the newly conasti- . 


tuted Province. eae Se 2 os. 
67. The Bangavasi [Calcutta | of the 16th January says that the Ratnakar 

PT ek 2 r of Mansole supports its arguments on 

2 E 


The Budh-Gaya question. -Gaya question. Can there be any doubt 


Bancavatl, . 


Jan. 16th, 1904. 


that a disturbance of the peace which. now prevails at Budh-Gaya would 


wound the feelings of all Hindus? „ 
68. The Rangalay [Calcutta] of the 17th January 
y the Government 


me _ to dismember Bengal was made 
b. . — “or of Lord Curzon not seriously, but with the sole object 
of diverting public attention from and weakening the force of the agitation on 
the Universities Bill and the Official Secrets Act Amendment Bill. If not 
weakened by some means or other, the agitation on those two Bills might grow 


* 


so strong as to disturb the equanimity of Parliament and cause it to send a 


says that the proposal 


warning to Lord Curzon, _ ; 
Another object of the proposal seems to be the abolition of the Permanent 
Settlement, which though existing now only in name, has become an eyesore 


RaNesLar, 
Jan. 17th, 1904. 


to Government. But why employ stratagems to abolish it, instead of setting 


about the work in an open and direct manner ? | 
69. The Dacca 2 (Dacca) Bh: the 17th January says oe the 
A hie Wate Syl Ghats ollowing resolution was passed, at a meeting held on 
nm that date in Dacca town: | | 


„This conference after having carefully conridered the proposal made by 


the Hon’ble Nawab Salimulla Bahadur to a: body of respectable gentlemen 
invited by him on the 11th January current, viz.—The constitution of a new 
province to be called by any suitable name other than Assam, comprising 
the present Province of Assam, the Ducca Division, the 8 Division, 
the Rajshahi Division, with the exception off bees, alpaiguri, aud 
Cooch Behar (may be also the ‘districts of Jessore and Khu na from the 


~~ 


DAoca Praxis, 


Jan. 17th, 1904. 


\ 


Presidency Division), provided that the jurisdiction of the High Court of 
| : 8 | * : 15 : r : ( | | 


b 


aoe 1 1 
oS 4 aes — 
mee 


Dacca PRAKAS, 
Jan. 17th 1904, 


Hm: BaNGA vA, 
Jan. 18th, 1904. 


Nman, 
Jan. 19th, 1004. 


9 5 : ; # 7 : * 5 
n > . 
SS aa PRATIINA, 
aS * 1 a 1 8 
1 jan. 20th, 1004. 
ar 4 a * 9 
17 5 5 
¢ | 3 ö 
4, 


Jan. loch, 1904. 


RATTAEKAR. 
Jan. 16th, 1906. 


HitavaBTa. 
Jan. 10th, 1904. 


Mom Bana v. 


( 9 ) 
Calentta may remain intact and the new Provincebe governed by a Lieutenant. 
— Vith a Legislative Council, and that Dacca be the seat of 
Government—desires to place on record, with due deference to the views of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur, a unanimous expression of opinion against any 
scheme by which the Bengali-speaking people would be placed under separate 
administrations.” 


Protest meetings. 


70. The same paper publishes accounts of 
more than 40 protest meetings. 


71. The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 18th January says that the 
reduction of the telegraph rates for deferred 

Tho new telegraph rates. messages from 8 annas to 4 annas under the modi- 
fied rule will not compensate the loss which the public will sustain by paying 
for the address. The authorities ought to reconsider the matter. ae 


72. For the information of the 828 of ee a ; yn is 40 cted 

: ORE to pay a visit to Contai shortly, the Mar [ Contai 

: F the 19th Januar 8 a st 
The want of a lady doctor is keenly felt at Contai. The district Board 
has not yet removed this want. We hope the District Magistrate will, as 
Chairman of the District Board, make arrangements for a lady doctor at Contai. 
There ought to be a trenching ground at Contai. Rubbish and sweepings are 
not removed and are accumulating. The health of the town is sure to suffer 
from this cause. The school building should be pucca. The class-rooms in 
the existin . are not properly ventilated aud may tell upon the health 
of the teachers and the taught. Lastly, the nearest railway station from 
Contai is more than 35 miles distant. A light railway from the Contai road 
to Contai would remove the inconvenience. „55 
73. The Pratiyna [OCalcutta] of the 20th January says that the new rules 
| i. moe for the sale of quinine and instructions to the 
— ee © public for its use will no doubt do a great deal of 

8 good to this malaria-ridden poor country. 


V.—Prospects or THE Crops AND ConDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


74. The Medini Bandhav [Miduapore]} of the 13th January says that the 
poverty of the Midnapore 7 aggra vated by 
1 of rice and paddy the repeated crop failures of the last three or four 
11 ears, is driving them to sell the whole of the 
harvests which they gathered in the present winter. The cheap price at which 
paddy and rice are just now selling in Midnapore and the large exports are 
sufficient proofs of this. It behoves the moneyed people of Midnapore to 
purchase and store up paddy and rice in this cheap season as a reserve against 
the hard times that are sure to follow in a few months. 


75. The Rainakar ( Asansol] of the 16th January says that much scarcity 
Food and water ecercity in some both of food and water prevails in Basudha, 
villages in the Burdwan district,  Daghura, Dangal, and other villages in the Kanksa 
thana of the Burdwan district. There is only one 

tank in Basudha, and that is being drawn upon even for agricultural purposes. 


os VI.—MI CELLaNeous, : 

76. The Hitavarte [ Caloutta] of the 10th January has the following :— 
i a The attitude taken up by the Pionaer news- 
hee Congress opessh. papers towards the Congress is of a very hostile 
VF character. The speech delivered by Mr. Lal Mohan 
Ghosh, President of the last Congress, has proved too much for it, and it has 
criticised the speech in the following spirit. Mr. Ghosh looks with dislike 
upon the good feeling which exists at present between the rulers and the 
4p 1 4 N may may vest he Pr but all Indians will not agree with 
m. e Honourable Aga Khan, for instance, in hi uham- 
F "a 
ek, Providence has given us a Government that guarantees justice: intellectual a 
gious liberty 7 freedom: a Government that gives a ‘Near field and oon aoe sa 
constantly reminds us that Stness is the only test, and that for the fit there are no oleteciea.”” 


9 
* 
J 


But listen to us, Pioneer. Those who kill sheep and goats for the purpose 


of eating their flesh must, of course, say that God has permitted them to do so. 
But, ask the poor animals themselves, and they will say that the people in 
question kill them only to gratify their greed. The Indians under British 
rule are like so many A mgr and sheep, who are being treated according to the 
will of their ruler. ecannot admit that we deserve such treatment under 
the law of God. But Englishmen, of course, will say that we do, because they 
inflict such treatment upon us in gratification of their own ambition. The 
Pioneers motive in saying all this is to create ill-feeling between Hindus and 
Musalmans. But it ought to know that we, Hindus and Musalmans, have 
at last come fully to understand that our prosperity as an Indian nation depend 
on our amity and friendship. Our contemporary in order to sow seeds of 
dissension between Hindus and Masulmans, says :— ecco, 
And the contrast is not made less strange when we reflect that the contented speaker 
comes of a class which certainly has not gained relatively by the rise of the British Power: 
whereas University distinctions, membership of the Inns of Court, large legal practice, 
and the leisured pursuit of Western literature, which might be expected to sis men 
like Mr. W. C. Bonerjee and Mr. L. M. Ghose find the world pretty tolerable, are 
the outcome of a state of society which only the British connection could have established.“ 


Whatever the Aga Khan said in his speech is quite sentimental and was 
said in a very good spirit. We are loyal to the British Government in the 
same spirit in which the Aga Khan is, but, at the same time, we are truth- 
seekers, and it is therefore our duty to bring to light that which is not true. 
We ask the Aga Khan, has the Government always acted up to the policy of fair 
field and no favour? If the Government had a mind to do so, it would not have 
reserved a large proportion of substantial appointments for Eurasians and 
Europeans, and Sir James La Touche would not have set apart all lucrative posts 
in hs province for Europeans and Eurasians. We know very few cases in 
which the Government has given a fair field to meritorius native candidates 
for employment. . Had we been granted full personal freedom and intellectual 
liberty by the Government, there would not have been any need for the Official 
Secrets Amendment and the Universities Bills. | 


77. The Burdwan Sanjivani [ Burdwan] of the 12th January writes:— | fee Sansivanr, 
| Jan, 18th, 1904, 


we are true patriots, let us use native cloths, 


The model Indian patriot. = and whol give up Manchester-made fabrics. Let 


us at once discontinue the use of Liverpool salt, which is made by mlechchas 


and made unholy by contact with cow’s bones. Let us cultivate cotton and 
make our own clothing. As long as we cannot plant machinery for weaving 
cloth, we must remain satisfied with our home-made coarse clothe. If we are 
really patriotic, we must set the example that others may follow in our 
footsteps. 2 8 N ee ee 
78. Referring to the letter of a correspondent from . Goari-Krishnagar 
5 giving details of an assault by a European Execu- 
Ar. Pen upon 4 tive Engineer upon a native gentleman near the 
5 railway bridge which is being eonstructed over the 
Kharia river and asking 


[Calcutta] of the 15th January observes :— 


To this query we can only reply in the words of the old and revered 
Hume~-“‘ The issues are in your own hands.” We have our right of self- 
defence. If the Executive Engineer took the law into his own hands and 
nent an unprovoked assault upon a native gentleman, the latter would surely 
ave been within his rights if he had acted in self-defence. A Bengali 


with @ view not only to defend himself from such attacks, but also to minimise 
the chance of being so attacked. „ | 


79. Referring to the alleged murder of a European named J. J. Williams 


dy Puran Gorh. a còoly in Assam; reported in the 

— murder ots European Assam Weekly Chronicle, the Basumati Calcutta} of 
oe the 16th January writes:— ve 

The cooly, in doing what he did, never cared for his own life. Those who 


80 to punish their oppressor do go at the peril of their lives. The Assam coolies 


lpably 


mn sell-dete gentle- 
win should, when going out for a walk, provide himself with a stout stick, 


Hrvavamt, 
Jan. . 1904, 


“Is there no remedy for this?” the Hitavadi 


BasuMATI, 


Jan. 16th, 1006 


"re heavily laid un obligati ion, and if they have now begun to pay up their 


\ ‘ „ 


\ 


( 96 ) 


dues with interest thereon, there is nothing to wonder at in this. If the wretch, 
having cleared his debts, is now hanged, no one ought to be sorry at it. 


Basvmatr, 80. The same paper writes as follows :— 
Jan. lech 1904, 3 3 e Those of our contemporaries who at first 
The Indian Viceroy not inde- lauded Lord Curzon to the skies are now willing to 
2 hurl him down to bottomless depths. We are 
amazed at the sight. We have all along observed that the Viceroy of India 
can do nothing, either for weal or for woe, independently. The policy of the 
British Government regarding India is daily becoming worse, and therefore 
the attitude of Indian Viceroys is growing more and more unsympathetic. We 
have seen how Lord Ripon failed in his benevolent purpose for the same 
reason. We see that Lord Curzon is unable to proceed a step forward without 
orders from England. If the Home authorities had not been perverted at heart 
“and in mind, none of the evil counsels of Lord Curzon would have received 
their support. Our contemporaries ought to be a little circumspect. It will 
| reed do merely to find fault with the instrument, the player must also be found 
fault with. 5 | 
Big Basomati. 81. Nityananda Deo Sarma” writes to the editor of the same paper: — 
1 eee You are under the impression that it was owing 
ay Uselessness of native agitation. to your agitation that the Lieuteuant-Governor of 
Bengal was led to write a letter to the Viceroy, who thereupon consented to 
give the name Eastern Province” to the new province, and to transfer the 
seat of Government from Shillong to Chittagong. Egregious folly! These are 
| mere diplomatic moves. That such letters should be written was settled long 
ago. The English know very well how to deceive fools like you. The fact is, 
the rulers will do what they intend to do, and will not wait for anybody’s 
opinion. 


3 * 
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. The best advice I can give you is—Do not try to interfere in anythin 

7 te ) that the English rulers do. Never entertain the belief that your loud cries wil 

ee 4 produce any the least effect. Did your outcries stay the hands of Government 
in changing the constitution of the Calcutta Corporation? You took your 
stand upon law and fancied that your position was unassailable. You forgot 
that the authorities could change the law. Take another instance: You find 
fault with some Government official, you criticise his actions severely in your 
newspapers, and you expect that the official must be dismissed... But you find 

that in a few days the official is promoted. These cases ought to convince you 
that Government is not prepared to attach any importance to your words. 
Therefore, give up useless agitation and do what you can for the good of your 
country. Is there water-scarcity in your district? Do not apply to the 
District Board for help. You may think that you are paying taxes, and the 
District Board is bound to give you relief, Here is your mistake. Govern- 
ment is under no obligation to do anything for you. Gracefully and humbly 
accept what is offered out of kindness, Know that Government will not give 
what they do not give. Do not cry; do not e You have your news- 

0 


3 Fill up your columns with an account of how a jackal lost his life or 
how a sheep was born with seven legs, and similar stories. 
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Assam Papers, | 


Siena, 82. The Stichar [Cachar] of the 8th January thanks Mr. Fuller, Chief 
a 5 Commissioner of Assam, for his recent order 
„ * * iet Com. requiring that the publio services in Assam should 
f f henceforth be filled up exclusively by the Assamese. 
„ This order of the Chief Commissioner will give an impetus to pe Ke. de in the 
1 een Warcbe hief Commi nn lead 
r „ gece gar em s Chief Commissioner's order that in all a heard by him, pleaders 
1 | oa will be allowed to appear before the Court to 3 the Blan si will also 
it 5 | greatly benefit the people of Assam. | 
mi 1 83. The same paper thanks pos yg for his proposal to inerease the 
ii es © deaths re size of Assam transferring to it some portions 
ef ee | . RR e change. of Bengal. Tre scheme, | as. propounded By His 
Lordship's Government, is not calculated to harm Bengal, while it will beneft 
5 4 | | ! \ } \ oe. 
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Assam very greatly. The objections which have been hitherto raised against 
the rope by the ple and the Press of Bengal are all puexile and not 
worth paying any heed to. The Brahmaputra will be the most appropriate 
boundary both of Assam and of Bengal, and the Government of India is quite 
right when it says that in language East Bengal has greater affinity with 
Assam than with West Bengal. At all events, if it is not found possible to 
transfer Dacca and Mymensingh to Assam, it will do for Assam if she gets the 
Chittagong Division alone. ee : 

As the Government of India is = determined upon the proposed 
transfer, the people of Dacca, aggre, „and Chittagong should, instead of 
wasting their money and energy on tile objections, put forth their efforts 
to have the new province raised to a Lieutenant-Governorship. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 


Bengali Translator, 
BENdALI T'RANSLATOR’S Orrion, 


The 23rd January, 1904. 
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